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1946  SUPPLEMENT 


STATISTICAL  REPORT  ON  THE  PRIMARY  TEXTILE  INDUSTRY 

! 

IN  CANADA 

PREPARED  BY  THE  RESEARCH  DIVISION 
WARTIME  PRICES  AND  TRADE  BOARD 

Late  in  1946  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board  published  a  "Statistical  Report 
on  the  Primary  Textile  Industry  in  Canada,"  summarizing  information  supplied  to  the 
Board  between  1942  and  1945  by  all  branches  of  the  textile  industry.  In  response  to 

requests  for  more  recent  information,  the  Board  is  now  publishing  this  1946  supple- 

# 

ment  to  the  previous  report. 

The  tables  which  follow  show  1946  by  quarters  under  the  same  headings  as  were 
used  in  the  earlier  publication,  so  that  direct  comparisons  between  the  two  reports 
are  possible.  As  was  pointed  out  before,  figures  on  the  production  of  yams  and 
fabrics  represent  total  Canadian  production  without  regard  to  the  industrial  clas¬ 
sification  of  the  producer.  As  new  companies  begin  producing  they  are  added  to  the 
list  of  those  who  are  asked  to  report  regularly.  Because  there  are  a  number  of  small 
consumers  who  do  not  report,  yarn  consumption  figures  are  not  complete,  but  do  re¬ 
present  more  than  80  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Statistics  of  the  production  of  wool  yarn  and  fabric  were  collected  by  the  Wool 
Administration  of  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board.  The  knitting  industry  which 
is  often  classified  within  the  Primary  Textile  Industry  has  been  regarded,  for  the 
purposes  of  Board  administration,  as  a  part  of  the  Garment  Industry,  so  that  the 
figures  being  published  on  hosiery  and  other  knitted  goods  will  be  found  in  the 
report  on  the  Secondary  Textile  Industry.  In  cases  where  a  reported  item  is  produced 
by  only  one  or  two  companies,  it  has  been  omitted  or  combined  with  another  item  in 
order  to  avoid  disclosing  the  production  of  individual  companies. 

In  1946  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  armed  forces  were  extremely  small  and  the 
Board  did  not  collect  figures  on  production  for  military  use  after  the  end  of 
September  of  that  year.  For  this  reason  it  was  decided  to  show  only  total  production 
and  consumption  of  the  various  types  of  yarns  and  fabrics. 

In  the  earlier  report  on  the  Primary  Textile  Industry  there  were  tables  showing 
the  apparent  total  and  civilian  supply  of  cotton  and  wool  yarns,  and  cotton,  rayon, 
and  wool  broadwoven  fabrics  for  the  years  1942  to  1945.  In  this  supplement  these 
series  have  been  carried  back  to  1935  and  up  to  1946,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  com¬ 
pare  our  supply  position  before  the  war  with  that  of  present  time. 

These  quarterly  reports  were  invaluable  to  this  Board  throughout  the  war  in 
allocating  the  available  supplies  between  military  and  essential  civilian  require¬ 
ments,  and  since  the  end  of  the  war  they  have  been  most  necessary  in  determining  the 


timing  of  the  governments  decontrol  program. 

The  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  is  now  collecting  these  figures,  and  once  the 
requirements  of  the  Board  are  satisfied,  will  continue  to  do  so  in  a  modified  form 
in  order  that  the  information  contained  in  these  reports  may  be  available  for  general 
use  on  a  current  basis. 


July  28,  1947. 
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